
Official Newsletter Official Newsletter of the Rogue Eagles R/C Club - Medford, OR - AMA 534  

Winter 2020 

That’s it folks!  Time for me (Ye Olde Editor) That’s it folks!  Time for me (Ye Olde Editor) 
to sit back, put my heels up, and call it a to sit back, put my heels up, and call it a 
day.  Yep, this is my last newsletter.  That day.  Yep, this is my last newsletter.  That 
doesn’t mean it’s the last Rogue Eagles doesn’t mean it’s the last Rogue Eagles 

newsletter!  The job’s open, and it comes with a spot on the Board.newsletter!  The job’s open, and it comes with a spot on the Board.   

Here I am with a few of my babies, mostly vintage.  That’s all I could Here I am with a few of my babies, mostly vintage.  That’s all I could 
fit in my van!  Photo by Sean Mersh.fit in my van!  Photo by Sean Mersh.  



  by Bruce Tharpe  President’s Report 

I Try to Be Optimistic, But... 

... man, it's hard.  Between the pandemic and the 

FAA, this is shaping up to be another lousy year.  At 

least there's model airplanes and the actual hobby to 

distract our attention.  As a group, the Rogue Eagles 

membership skews older, so I hope you are all well 

and staying safe.  Following the governor's orders, 

the current rules for the field are 50 people max at any one time and maintain six-foot social distance.  

The rules on masks are murky, but Jackson County rules say "Face coverings are required to be worn 

at all outdoor businesses and public spaces when physical distancing is not possible."  We have a lot of 

space to work with, so my interpretation is that masks are not mandatory at the field if you keep at 

least six feet away from people.  Obviously, you can 

wear one if you want.  Be civil, but don't be bashful 

about asking folks to keep their distance if need be. 

 

Remote ID Update 

The comment period from early last year definitely 

made an impact, causing major changes in the final 

rule.  But the rule didn't go away completely.  

Bottom line, it shouldn't have any effect on our 

operations at Agate Skyways.  I won't be able to fly 

my foamies in my hayfield (legally) in a few years, 

but the club is safe to carry on.  We will need to register our flying site as a FRIA, but that process 

doesn't even begin until August 2022.  The AMA website provides more FAQs about Remote ID. 

 

More FAA Hoops 

You don't have to take a test to be a parent, or to vote, but you will soon have to take one to fly a 

model airplane.  The test should be fairly easy, but it's just another FAA intrusion on our hobby that 

has operated safely over the past century.  Oh well, most of us will grin and bear it.  Again, the AMA 

website has more info... 

 

The Club is in Good Shape 

Meetings are still cancelled for the foreseeable future, but we 

did sign up with the Senior Center again for 2021.  We'll get 

together as soon as possible.  Despite the lack of meetings, the 

club is basically in good shape.  We've got a full slate of 

officers, and we’ll do our best to keep us on course.  

 

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles! 

We gained some new members since the 
previous newsletter… 

 

Nova McNeil from Medford 

Jim Porep from Riverside, CA 

John Newcomb from Grants Pass 

John Walker from Central  Point 

 

continues... 

https://www.modelaircraft.org/amainaction
https://www.modelaircraft.org/amainaction
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2020/11/02/safety-and-knowledge-test/


Members are renewing at a good rate.  We normally get a lot of renewals at the January meeting, so 

that might be a challenge for some of you.  If you haven't renewed yet, I invite you to simply mail 

your dues (check or money order, no cash please) to the club post office box.  It's still just $50 for an 

adult, or $60 for a family (household).  Here's the address: 

 Rogue Eagles RC Club 

 PO Box 8332 

 Medford, OR  97504 

Of course, you must be an AMA member to fly at our facility. 

 

Out with the Old, In with the Old 

You know by now that I am the new club Prez.  But let’s take a 

minute to appreciate our outgoing president, Scott Hudson.  He 

guided us well for two 

years and faced something 

no president in the past had to deal with - a global pandemic.  

It seems trivial to just say “thank you”, but that’s all I can 

think up right now.  And thank goodness he’s sticking around 

as my VP. 

Another officer position has changed.  Treasurer Art Kelly has 

taken over for Joe Geiger.  

Thank you Joe for stepping 

up when the club was in 

real need.  Joe’s famous for carefully watching our pennies and 

questioning the financial impact of every idea that’s presented.  I’m 

sure that Art, with his banking background, will be equally vigilant. 

 

Ye Old Editor Isn't the Only One 

I'm sure you read on the cover that this is my last newsletter 

(definite this time!).  Jess Walls is also looking for a break from the 

many jobs he has done for us over the years.  He agreed to stay on 

as the Membership Coordinator, but is hoping somebody will take 

it over soon.  He's also looking to be replaced as our Chief Flight 

Instructor.  In addition, Jess has served as a field maintenance 

leader.  I thank you, and the club thanks you for your incredible support, Jess! 

We are also losing our merchandise coordinator, better known as the club haberdasher, Suzanne 

McCuistion.  Thank you Suzanne for taking such good care of us and the club merchandise for the 

past several years. 

Anybody feel like taking over one of these positions?  C'mon now, the club depends on volunteer 

service to function, and our leadership needs to get "younger".  Maybe it's your turn help! 
continues... 

 

Scott Hudson 



Eyes and Ears 

We usually elect our three Board Members at Large at the January meeting, but again, that didn't 

happen.  It has been a matter of discussion among the officers on whether or not to do an online 

election or hold off until we have a chance to meet.  Frankly, online votes require a lot of time and 

effort behind the scenes, so I am inclined to let it go until we can meet in face.  It will give us 

something to do at that first meeting.  Same goes for our annual awards that are normally given out 

at the Christmas banquet.  Some of the existing Board members are in favor of skipping the awards 

entirely for 2020.  Personally, I could go either way.  If you have a strong opinion about the awards 

(or want to nominate yourself for the Members at Large election), let me hear about it! 

 

Events, Maybe 

Sean Mersh has posted the "Proposed Event Calendar" for 2021 on our website.  Keep in mind that 

the events are still very much up in the air, so to speak.  The individual event organizer or CD may 

elect to cancel for obvious reasons, so stay tuned for REACT announcements or call ahead of time to 

be sure the event is going on as scheduled. 

 

Go-Fast-and-Turn-Left News 

You might notice that pylon races are again on the schedule.  If 

you're not part of the IN-crowd, you might find it difficult to find 

out information about the races.  We are working on that!  In a 

nutshell, they are once again all flying the same design airplane 

with the same battery.  In theory at least, that means that pilot skill 

is what really wins races.  The plane of choice is the Hobby King 

Super Kinetic; an all-foam, electric-powered sailplane with a folding prop.  Unfortunately, it goes out 

of stock from time to time.  The good news is that Sean Mersh purchased twelve of them along with 

six batteries, so you don't have to go through Hobby King to get in on the action.  The planes are 

$79.55 and a battery will set you back $10.84.  Contact Sean Mersh 541-890-3087 for equipment 

and contact Ben Musolf 541-608-7240 for more info on the races. 

That about does it for topics right now.  Sorry for rambling.  I'll do better next ti...  Oh, wait... 

Bruce 

EARLY PHOTOBOMB 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:mershs@hotmail.com
mailto:wings69346@gmail.com


That's right.  I'm 
shouting out a big hurrah to 2021.  

I hope Santa left loads of good stuff under your 
tree.  He did under mine.   I have always wanted to build a 
Citabria.  Looks as though I now have a chance.  Santa 
delivered a Dumas rubber powered Citabria kit.  Hmm, wonder 
if I could make this a 2022 winter build project. 

Doug McKee posted a photo on Facebook of the Citabria kit 
he picked up at the fun fly swap meet.  Hope he posts a few 
photos of his build and we will see it at the winter build event. 

Speaking of Doug.  In case you missed my Facebook posting 
of him making the first 2021 flight of the year, here it is. 

Well, the Christmas decorations are stored for another year.  
My workbench is now a busy spot.  My winter build, a Sig 
Riser glider, is coming along well.  As you can see, I do have a 
couple of projects lined up.  I'm just waiting for some warmer 
weather. 

It was fun to kick off 2021 with a trip to the field for the New 
Year's Day Fun Fly.  I got a great photo of this threesome.  
That's Larry Myers on the left, Larry Cogdell center and John 
Gaines on the right.  Have no idea who they were holding 
that open chair for. 

A little fun note about 
Larry Cogdell.  Larry 
posted this little gem on 
Facebook.  I guess this 
is Larry's winter build.  
We know that Larry is 
not a stick-and-tissue 
kind of guy. 

 
 

by Jack Shaffer 

 

continues... 



For the Rogue 
Eagles, 2020 was a 

challenge, but it did not keep folks 
from smiling.  I went back and 
looked at my photos of 2020 and 
picked a couple of my favorites.  
Here is one of them.  That is John 
Gaines and Clark Wolf.  Smiles don't get any bigger. 

Here is Bruce and the club members at their best.  They all 
had big smiles and were ready for Bruce's event. 

I really want to give a shout out and a big hurrah to our 
newsletter editor.  Bruce has produced great club 
newsletters and has also stepped up to the plate to guide 

the Eagles for the next two years.  Check out Bruce's 2020 
VRCS video.  It is awesome.  Bruce is great at going through 
his old magazines,  Check out some history about John 
Gaines and his father when they were into RC boat racing.  
(bottom, left) 

I will close with three photos that were my 2020 highlights.  
Martin Sherman and Rick Lindsey are prepping Rick's plane.  
That's the two of them, engine purring and ready for flight. 

Thanks for taking a trip with me down my memory lane.  
Here's my big hurrah to all you folks. 

 

 

 

Jack Shaffer 

From Ye Old Editor:  A very special 
Thank You to my top contributor over 
the years, Jack Shaffer.  Thanks for 
your unique perspective on the club 
and the members that make it great! 



IS A UAM 4 U?         by Bruce Tharpe 

One of the hot, new buzz phrases in aerospace today is 

Urban Air Mobility, or UAM.  There are something like 

170 UAM vehicles in development right now.  Even Burt 

Rutan is working on one.  Many of them are backed by 

major institutions like Boeing and Airbus.  Car makers like 

Toyota, Hyundai, and Cadillac are in the fray.  Here are 

just a few of the machines being developed.  You can 

click on any pic for more information… 

It’s hard to say when UAM will come to the Medford 

area.  The real question is whether or not you would get 

inside one of these things. 

https://www.avweb.com/recent-updates/evtols-urban-mobility/volocopter-aims-to-bring-volocity-evtol-to-u-s/
https://lilium.com/
https://www.urbanaero.com/cityhawk.html
https://baykardefence.com/page-Flying-Car.html
https://evtol.news/bell-nexus-4ex
https://www.jobyaviation.com/
https://evtol.news/archer/
https://wisk.aero/


46 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

As most of you know, the WBC for 2020 
(along with a lot of other events) got 
cancelled thanks to the virus.  But due to 
popular demand, we’re going to go ahead 
with a build challenge for 2021.  Since the 
event was so messed up this year, it’s 
been decided to just extend last winter’s 
projects into the coming winter.  So keep 
building, and we’ll fly everything next April 
(if all goes well).  Even if your 2020 project 
has flown, it will be welcomed at the 2021 
maiden flight party. 

In addition to the WBC, I’m adding a 
separate category for rebuilds and major 
repairs.  This is kind of a catch-all for 
models that maybe flew in the past but 

are in need of surgery, or something 
you’ve been working on for a decade and 
just needs to be finished up.  Let’s call it 
the Winter Completion Challenge - the 
WCC.  Announce your project in our 
Facebook group and save the maiden fight 
until the party in April. 

I still want to try the “MUST-SEE RC” event 
that I was trying to organize for last year.  
Basically, I want to invite five or six of the 
most truly exceptional models in the club 
(and their pilots) to come fly with us at the 
Maiden Flight Party.  These models don’t 
need to necessarily perform a maiden 
flight.  We just want to give them the sky 
to themselves for a few minutes and let 

them perform for the crowd.  Think of it as 
an airshow for ourselves. 

Sure, you might get lucky and be at the 
field on the right day, at the right time to 
see these models in action.  But the idea is 
to gather them together at the same time 
so everybody in the club can see.  It 
should be a spectator’s delight! 

NOTE:  If I spoke with you last year about 
participating, I’m still hoping you’re willing 
to participate in 2021 (I’m talking to you 
Eric, John, Larry M.).  If you have 
something that fits the bill, get ahold of 
me and we will work out the details! 

Bruce Tharpe   541-582-1708 

ROGUE EAGLES WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 

A Look Ahead   by Bruce Tharpe 

If you have read any of my past newsletters, you probably 

noticed that futuristic aircraft are often featured.  Chances are 

you also know I’m highly involved with the Vintage RC Society.  

So I admire the past and the future - not so keen on the present. 

Here are a couple of exciting aviation projects in the works.  

Again, click the pics for more info... 

Otto Aviation Celeron 500LOtto Aviation Celeron 500L  

Boom Supersonic XB-1 

http://www.planner4u.com/
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
https://www.flightglobal.com/airframers/boom-rolls-out-xb-1-supersonic-demonstrator-lays-out-overture-timeline/140513.article
https://www.ottoaviation.com/


Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Joe Geiger Venture 60 BTE Kit  
Joe Geiger Powerhouse Champion Kit Famous oldtimer design by Sal Taibi, 84” wingspan.  Distinctive half-circle fin. 
Phil Beahne Reaction BTE Plans Reduced-size version of the BTE Reaction 54 jet.  Will use glow engine in the nose. 
Doug McKee Smoothie Balsa USA Kit  
Jack Shaffer Eagle 2 Goldberg Kit Classic trainer.  Jack wants to make this WBC a “gathering of Carl Goldberg planes”. 
Scott Hudson Bristol Boxkite Short Kit 150% enlargement of Pat Tritle design.  Two wings, 2 stabs, 3 rudders, 1 canard... 
Joseph Jones Piper L-4 Goldberg J-3 Kit Using Cub kit to build the L-4 flown by Lt. Col. Charles “Bazooka Charlie” Carpenter.  
Dennis Young Lazy Bee LDS Short Kit Popular Andy Clancy design.  Will use OS .20 4C.  Dennis is from Portland area. 
Bruce Tharpe Oregon Gem Own Design Enlarged version of .09-powered prototype from twenty years ago.  Electric power. 
Joe Porhammer Fairchild 22 C7B Flyline Kit Vintage kit from 1985.  For .09 - .15.  Full-scale has parasol wing, inline engine. 
Babe Caltabiano Kougar Sig Kit  
Paul Starks 1-4 Scale J-3 Cub Sig Kit  
Larry Miller Krafty 60 Bridi Kit  
Alan Littlewood CAP 232 Midwest Kit Alan says up front with the mods he’s planning, it may not be ready in April. 
Geoff Randolf Riser 100 Sig Kit  
Ed Holder Miss America No Info Beautiful old timer, classic stick construction.  Should be a floater. 
John Gaines Macci 202 Short Kit  
Dale McCuistion Spirit of St. Louis Royal Kit  
Steve Schooler Tipsy Nipster Balsa USA Kit Was built for last year’s WBC. but scheduling conflict prevented test flight. 
Ben Musolf Canard Own Design Ben is starting with a proven design, converting from low-wing to shoulder-wing. 
Phil Baehne Nomad Own Design Phil’s second WBC entry this year.  Shoulder-wing stunt model. 
Martin Waide Slow Poke Great Planes Kit Martin says he is building this one extra light.  Will use diesel engine for power. 
Richard Pekarek Kestrel Kit  

~ 2020 List of Declared WBC Projects ~ 

Highlighted Projects are Known to Have Flown.  For More Info, Contact Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

~ 2021 List of Declared WBC Projects ~ 

Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Jack Shaffer Riser Sig Kit Two-meter sailplane.  Will use a power pod  (Cox engine?) for launch. 
Jack Shaffer Hummer Sig Kit Half-A sport model.  Another Cox?  Must be a glutton for punishment. 
Doug McKee Citabria Sig Kit Sport scale model.  Flat bottom airfoil.  Citabria is “airbatic” spelled backwards. 
Joe Geiger Playboy Leisure Kit Oldtimer.  Leisure Electronics made some of the earliest kits for electric power. 
Phil Baehne Bell X-1 Own Design Scaled up from a 1947 drawing.  Phil plans to use a .25 glow engine in the nose. 
Steve Bull Super Scorpion Ben Buckle Kit Pretty oldtimer model.  Steve will use open-rocker .40 Saito four-stroke engine. 
Paul Starks Hornet Plans Another classic oldtimer.  Hmmm, something’s brewing here... 
Larry Myers Super Aeromaster Great Plane Kit Believe it - Building it for Martin Sherman.  Will use five-cylinder radial engine. 
Mort Sullivan Phaeton 90 Balsa USA Kit Vintage biplane.  OS 1.20 two-stroke.  Mort’s building a custom radial cowling. 
Ted Krempa Feiseler Storch Hobby King Kit Famous WWII German STOL liason aircraft.  Model spans 63”.  Electric power. 
Bruce Tharpe TD Special RCM Plans Always wanted to build this.  Pusher electric power (again).  Ace foam wing. 
Larry Miller Little Stik Midwest Plans Larry is scratch-building this from plans.  Will use an OS .25 for power. 
Joe Geiger Aircruiser Bridi Designs Kit Shoulder-wing, 48” span sport model.  No word yet on type of power. 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com


Officers and Staff 
Click on any name to send email 

 

President  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

Vice President 
Scott Hudson  541-291-6477 

Secretary  
Eric Kirby  707-483-0464 

Rob Merriman  541-951-4466 
 

Treasurer  
Art Kelly  541-905-2954 

 

Membership Coordinator  
Jess Walls  707-845-283 

 

Board Members at Large  
To Be Determined 

 

Safety Coordinator  
Jay Strickland  541-830-7976  

 

Event Coordinator  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Webmaster  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087 

 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Position Open  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to 

join, past newsletters, photos, and 
much more, please visit the Rogue 

Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
All general meetings are cancelled until 

further notice 

Steve BullSteve Bull  

Larry MyersLarry Myers  

Seen At the 
Jan 1 Fly-In 
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