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The Zoomerang originally The Zoomerang originally 
was designed as an .049was designed as an .049--
powered freepowered free--flight, but flight, but 
Mort SullivanMort Sullivan  had other had other 
ideas.  He enlarged the ideas.  He enlarged the 
plans to fit a Telemaster plans to fit a Telemaster 
wing and tail he had, wing and tail he had, 
made it electric, and of made it electric, and of 
course made it RC.  He course made it RC.  He 
added twin fins, not for added twin fins, not for 
any scientific reason, but any scientific reason, but 
just because he thinks just because he thinks 
they “look cool”.  Photo they “look cool”.  Photo 
by Sean Mersh.by Sean Mersh.  



It’s an Election Year 

It wasn’t until I sat down to write this column that I realized this will 

be my last. The next newsletter will be scheduled for January 2021, 

and this column will be coming from our newly elected President. 

It’s still sunny outside, and we’re all enjoying the beautiful Fall 

weather we have here in Southern Oregon. I don’t feel like I’m ready 

to sign off yet, but it’s an election year. Not only for our country, but for the Rogue Eagles as well. 

 The past two years have certainly flown by (pun intended), and this past year has been challenging 

for us all. But all things considered, I’d say our club has weathered the storm fairly well. We’ve had to 

make some changes on the fly, and take care of business in different ways. But with the help and 

support of all involved we’ve managed to still enjoy our hobby and have a great facility to do so 

with. I know I’ve said it before, but there’s a lot that goes into running our club. And for that I’d like 

to thank our hard working officers, board members, and membership that put so much time and 

effort into our hobby. You’ve all made my job just that much easier.  

So it’s an election year. How’s that going to work when we’re not meeting? That’s a question I’ve 

been asking myself for a while now. Normally we hold nominations for our 4 elected officers during 

our October and November general meetings. And then vote during our November meeting as well. 

These positions are; President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Without holding general 

meetings we haven’t yet had the opportunity to talk about this and have any nominations. This is a 

very important part of the success of our club and I feel it’s going to be necessary to meet in person 

in order to accomplish.  

On Saturday November 14th, at 12:00 PM, I would like to hold an “Election Meeting” at the field. It 

will be outdoors where we can practice safe distancing, and masks should be worn. It will give us all a 

chance to get together, make some nominations, and vote for our leadership going into 2021.   

So please mark your calendar and come out to let 

your voice be heard! And while you’re at it, give 

some thought to volunteering a little of your time 

to better the club. 

See you at the field. 

    By Club Prez, Scott HudsonBy Club Prez, Scott Hudson  

 

Scott 

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles! 

We gained some new members since the 
previous newsletter… 

 

Gary Plavan from Jacksonville 

Ron Miller from Central Point 

John Miller from Central Point 

Bruce Bennett from Eagle Point 

Richard Clark from Medford 



WOW!  Another great NW Vintage VRCS Event in the 
book for 2020.  September 4 and 5 found club members 
and folks from near and far gather for the fly-in.  As for 
the far, we had a visitor from Bakersfield CA.  This 
event was put together by club member Bruce Tharpe 
who is on the executive council for the Northwest 
Region. 

I will let the photos tell the story of the event.  Bruce 
kicked off the event with registering the pilots and their 
planes, then gathered the pilots for a kickoff meeting.  
That's Bruce (above) with the yellow cap and AVP Jay 
Strickland in the background in a colorful shirt. 

After all the meeting stuff was behind us, the planes 
were lined up and voting for the most popular plane took 
place.  The voting was a very serious effort.  Look at the 
effort these pilots put into it (below, below left). 

All events need a 
photographer in 
attendance and we had 
one of the best.  Yes, it's 
all about a man and his 
camera. 

 

Event Report andEvent Report and  

Photos by Jack ShafferPhotos by Jack Shaffer  

 

continues... 



Here are a couple of my favorite photos.  Love to 
capture the concentration on the man, the sticks and 
the plane in flight. 

It is so great that wives 
and family members 
support our hobby.  I 
spotted a great 
cheerleader enjoying the 
event front and center 
and another in the 
background in casual 
conversation. 

The flying toilet seat was the crowd pleaser.  The toilet 
seat was well documented and displayed. 

 

With the spotter, builder, photographer, and our AVP at 
the sticks, the toilet seat was ready for its maiden 
flight.  Must report the flight ended with some 
structural damage.  It will return for another date with 
that blue sky. 

My parting comment is with smiles like this and those 
vintage planes as a backdrop, WOW!  What a day! 

Northwest Vintage RC Fly-In 

 

Jack Shaffer 



More on the VRCS Event 
by Bruce Tharpe 

Jack did a wonderful job of capturing the flavor of the 
event in his report and photos, but there are a few more 
details that I’d like to share.  First of all, it was a hot couple 
of days - not what is expected around Labor Day.  The 
devastating fires in our area started just a few days later. 

The event was scaled back somewhat from previous years.  
There was no vintage pattern competition, no raffle, and 
no food.  To attract pilots, aircraft qualification was 
opened up to anything made primarily from wood, from 
any era, that wasn’t built in a factory.  A nice try, I 
suppose, but the 19 registered pilots seemed to honor the 
vintage focus of the event.  There must have been forty or 
more planes there over the two days because most flyers 
brought more than one plane. 

We did our usual Pilots Choice Award, which was won by 
Mort Sullivan’s Zoomerang - by a single point!  That’s two 
years in a row for Mort with two different models (past 
winning planes are no longer eligible).  Mort and the plane 
ar featured on the cover page of this newsletter, but 
here’s another look: 

 

The other important award that is presented for this event 
is the Vintage Spirit Award.  As the sole judge for this, I 
don’t have a firmest of criteria, but I know vintage spirit 
when I see it.  This year it was given to Jay Strickland.  Jay 
was there both days, flying up a storm with his revitalized 
RC Nobler (built by Gary Neal).  He was there bright and 
early and was the last to leave on Friday.  Jay also found 
time to help Phil Baehne with his flying toilet seat, the 
highlight of Saturday.  Congrats to Strickdog! 

Ron Kelso had a mishap with his Bridi XLT, but still managed 

to come in second in the Pilots Choice voting. 

Doug McKee’s Phaeton 90 lifts off for another smooth flight. 

Mort Sullivan and his  electric-powered Zoomerang. 

Jay Strickland and his Hawaiian shirt stepped up to the plate 

and made two valiant attempts to test fly Phil Baehne’s Lee-

Richards #3 (also known as the Flying Toilet Seat).   

WATCH ON FACEBOOK:  Flying Toilet Seat Flight Attempts 

WATCH ON YOUTUBE:  VRCS Event Recap Video 

VINTAGE SPIRIT 

PILOTS CHOICE 

Photo by 
Rick Lindsey 

Photo by 
Rick Lindsey 

Photo by 
Jack Shaffer 

Photo by 
Bruce Tharpe 

https://www.facebook.com/100010955689346/videos/1171523773222801/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J577luTm0Jw&t=13s




ROGUE EAGLES WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 

Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Joe Geiger Venture 60 BTE Kit  
Joe Geiger Powerhouse Champion Kit Famous old-timer design by Sal Taibi, 84” wingspan.  Distinctive half-circle fin. 
Phil Beahne Reaction BTE Plans Reduced-size version of the BTE Reaction 54 jet.  Will use glow engine in the nose. 
Doug McKee Smoothie Balsa USA Kit  
Jack Shaffer Eagle 2 Goldberg Kit Classic trainer.  Jack wants to make this WBC a “gathering of Carl Goldberg planes”. 
Scott Hudson Bristol Boxkite Short Kit 150% enlargement of Pat Tritle design.  Two wings, 2 stabs, 3 rudders, 1 canard... 
Joseph Jones Piper L-4 Goldberg J-3 Kit Using Cub kit to build the L-4 flown by Lt. Col. Charles “Bazooka Charlie” Carpenter.  
Dennis Young Lazy Bee LDS Short Kit Popular Andy Clancy design.  Will use OS .20 4C.  Dennis is from Portland area. 
Bruce Tharpe Oregon Gem Own Design Enlarged version of .09-powered prototype from twenty years ago.  Electric power. 
Joe Porhammer Fairchild 22 C7B Flyline Kit Vintage kit from 1985.  For .09 - .15.  Full-scale has parasol wing, inline engine. 
Babe Caltabiano Kougar Sig Kit  
Paul Starks 1-4 Scale J-3 Cub Sig Kit  
Larry Miller Krafty 60 Bridi Kit  
Alan Littlewood CAP 232 Midwest Kit Alan says up front with the mods he’s planning, it may not be ready in April. 
Geoff Randolf Venture 60 BTE Kit Geoff got the kit from Jay Strickland, who had it for years. 
Ed Holder Miss America No Info Beautiful old timer, classic stick construction.  Should be a floater. 
John Gaines Macci 202 Short Kit Full-scale was an Italian WWII fighter.   Model is a 40-size racer.  Special thin wing. 
Dale McCuistion Spirit of St. Louis Royal Kit Started late for last year’s WBC.  Still has plenty of building to do. 
Steve Schooler Tipsy Nipster Balsa USA Kit Was built for last year’s WBC. but scheduling conflict prevented test flight. 
Ben Musolf Canard Own Design Ben is starting with a proven design, converting from low-wing to shoulder-wing. 
Phil Baehne Nomad Own Design Phil’s second WBC entry this year.  Shoulder-wing stunt model. 
Martin Waide Slow Poke Great Planes Kit Martin says he is building this one extra light.  Will use diesel engine for power. 
Richard Pekarek Kestrel Kit  

~ 2020 List of Declared Projects ~ 

Highlighted Projects are Known to Have Flown.  For More Info, Contact Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

~ 2021 List of Declared Projects ~ 

Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Jack Shaffer Riser Sig Kit Two-meter sailplane.  Will use a power pod  (Cox engine?) for launch. 
Jack Shaffer Hummer Sig Kit Half-A sport model. 
Doug McKee Citabria Sig Kit Sport scale model.  Flat bottom airfoil.  Citabria is “airbatic” spelled backwards. 
Joe Geiger Playboy Leisure Kit Oltimer.  Leisure Electropnics made some of the earliest kits for electric power. 

As most of you know, the WBC for 2020 

(along with a lot of other events) got 

cancelled thanks to the virus.  But due to 

popular demand, we’re going to go ahead 

with a build challenge for 2021.  Since the 

event was so messed up this year, it’s 

been decided to just extend last winter’s 

projects into the coming winter.  So keep 

building, and we’ll fly everything next April 

or May (if all goes well).  Even if your 2020 

project has flown, it will be welcomed at 

the 2021 maiden flight party. 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com


 

46 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

World-Wide Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon 
and Swap Meet Event Report 

by Jess Walls 
 

Our club swap meet attracted modelers from Eureka, CA 
to McMinnville, OR.  We had 59 people sign in and 
received $70 in donations. 

The people I asked were satisfied with their purchases and 
sales.  Most people respected the "Mask Required" rule. I 
hope we all stay safe. 

Some items were left on the table in the frequency control 
room. Please come back and retrieve those items! There 
are no clean up fairies in this club. Some of the items are 
pretty nice but you can't just leave stuff in the club 
common area because you don't want to haul it home. 
You have left a mess, that is not being a responsible 
person. 

Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon produced a total of 21 flights by 8 
different pilots. One 8 year old flew Saturday. Some of the 
airplanes that flew Sunday were 30 years old. A good time 
was had by all!  Thank you for your participation. 

 

Final Talley from John Cralley, organizer of the 
Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon: 

“Given the handicap of holding this event during the 
worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, we had a wonderful 
turnout with 5,555 Ringmaster flights by 545 Control Line 
pilots.” 

http://www.planner4u.com/


Officers and Staff 
Click on any name to send email 

 

President  
Scott Hudson  541-291-6477 

Vice President 
John Gaines   541-951-1947 

 

Secretary  
Eric Kirby  707-483-0464  

 

Treasurer  
Joe Geiger  541-500-8345 

 

Membership Coordinator  
Jess Walls  707-845-283 

 

Board Members at Large  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  
Jerry Stinson  541-778-7113 
John Buford  541-879-0436 

 

Safety Coordinator  
Jay Strickland  541-830-7976  

 

Event Coordinator  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Webmaster  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087 

 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Jess Walls  707-845-2833  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to 

join, past newsletters, photos, and 
much more, please visit the Rogue 

Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
The next General Membership 

Meetings is scheduled for 

Saturday 12 noon, November 14, 2020 

at the Flying Field 

Seen At the Swap Meet 

Jerry Stinson got a smoking’ deal on an 
EDF F-86 Sabre (or is it a Fury?). 

Eagle Eye 

Always on 

the Lookout 

Our president Scott also found a deal on 
an EDF jet, an F4 Phantom. 

New member Jeremy went away with a 
couple new planes, including this foamy 

T-28 Trojan from Rob Merriman, 

mailto:sthudson@budget.net
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