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I hope this column finds everyone in good health and with positive 

thoughts looking forward to a return of normalcy. I find myself 

walking the dogs almost daily and one thing I've noticed is a lot of 

good looking yards! 

When I originally started 

thinking about this 

column I figured it would be easy with so much going on, 

and a lot to talk about. Turns out I was wrong. It's been 

difficult coming up with anything other than the 

pandemic situation we all find ourselves in, and I certainly 

don't want to dwell on that.   

A few days ago I decided to get outside and try to get in a 

little flying. With our field closed, I chose a foamy, 

grabbed a few batteries, and headed down to my favorite 

park/school yard. When I arrived I was surprised to see a 

few people enjoying the track with their dogs, and a 

couple kids on their scooters. I certainly didn't want to 

disturb their quiet afternoon outdoors, and decided to 

wait for the walkers to clear out. Well it wasn't in the cards 

for me to fly that afternoon, as I noticed those who left 

were quickly replaced with newcomers. That's okay; I was 

out of the house and enjoyed some people watching. On 

the drive home it got me thinking about "what is good 

park flyer etiquette"? So naturally I did a Google search to 

see if others shared my same view. And that is where I 

came across a very well written article on RC Etiquette. 

The article briefly covers the park flyer issue, but also has 

some good tips for everyday RC flying. A lot of this we 

already know, but I found myself being reminded of some 

of the little things that are easy to forget. I decided to ask 

the author permission to use his article as part of my 

column in our newsletter, and he was quick to reply! 

I look forward to seeing you all at the field now more than 

ever! And if anyone is like me and looking to scratch that 

RC itch in the mean time, PLEASE be aware of your 

surroundings and, most of all, respectful of others who 

may not share your same enthusiasm. 

Stay safe, 

    By Club Prez, Scott HudsonBy Club Prez, Scott Hudson  

 

Scott 

A nice photo came our way this month from 
Larry Cogdell who encourages all of us to stay 
positive.  Larry feels it symbolizes “future 
promises of great flights coming soon”.  

 

Another pic and positive note came from ace 
cameraman, Pat Dunlap.  He says, “These kids 
are the future of new pilots to come. Not only 
for the AMA but in walks through  time. 

“The important thing is for parents and God 
parents is to make sure these kids stay 
protected and safe. Whatever it takes.” 



Over the years, certain informal 
rules of etiquette have evolved that 
help make the RC hobby safer and 

friendlier when flying with others. 

The hobby of RC flying has been 
around for a long time. Over the 
years, certain informal rules of 
etiquette have evolved that help 
make the hobby safer and friendlier 
when flying with others. The only 
problem is that many of these 
guidelines are not intuitive to 
newcomers. Learning these "rules 
of the road" is typically an integral 
aspect of being trained to fly by an 
experienced hobbyist. However, 
the advent of GPS-equipped 
models and artificial stabilization 
devices has spawned a breed of 
self-taught RC pilots who may not 
have the benefit of etiquette 
mentoring. So here are a few basic 
tips to help us all share the sky in 

harmony. 

Toe the Line 

Whether flying at an RC club field 
or an informal gathering of 
modelers, you'll find that there are 
almost always specific areas 
designated as a no-fly zones. 
These restricted areas are there for 
a good reason. That's where 
people can park their cars, set up 
their gear, and watch all of the 
action without having to worry 
about dodging model aircraft. It's 
no fun to be unpacking your model 
and have a plane buzz by 

dangerously close. 

When you show up to a new flying 
spot, ask others what the layout is. 
You need to know where it is okay 
to fly and what areas you should 

avoid. Ignoring this fundamental 
tenet of RC piloting is a surefire 
way to garner negative attention 
from your peers and spoil a fun 

outing. 

Hold That Thought 

Some pilots like to talk while flying, 
others are tight-lipped. Find out before 
striking up a mid-flight conversation. 

It doesn't usually bother me at all 
when people want to chat with me 
while I'm flying. I don't mind 
answering questions about my 
model or anything else as I guide 
my plane through the sky. But not 
everyone feels the same way. 
Some modelers prefer to avoid any 
distractions while they're on the 
sticks. It's not a matter of skill or 
confidence. It's just personal 
preference. Consider this before 
you initiate conversation with an 
actively-flying pilot. If you don't 
know their preference for chatting 
on the flightline, it's best to wait 

until they land. 

The one notable exception to my 
open-mouth policy is when I'm 
training a new pilot. To me, my 
prime role as an instructor is to 
minimize distractions and help the 
student focus on the fundamentals 
of flying. That's hard to do when 
someone walks up during a training 
flight and asks me if I've seen 
'Wonder Woman' yet. Even worse 
is when they offer the student 
unsolicited flying tips while I'm 
instructing them. One coach is 

plenty…two is detrimental. 

Two is a Crowd…Maybe 

Flying multiple models with radically 
dissimilar performance can create in-
flight hazards. Sometimes it's better to 
wait. 

As with talking, some modelers are 
leery about flying when other 
models are in the sky. I don't think 
it's selfish. They just have difficulty 
tuning out the other models and 
focusing on their own airplane (or 
helicopter, or multi-rotor). At a 
crowded flying location, it isn't 
always practical to put up just one 
model at a time. But it's nice to 
accommodate those who prefer 
solo flights when you can. This is 
especially true when dealing with 
pilots in training, the maiden flight 
of a new model, or a particularly 

demanding model. 

The Tortoise and the Hare 

Even when it is generally agreed to 
have multiple models flying at the 
same time, you want to avoid 
having too wide of a performance 
envelope. For the same reason 
that it is a bad idea to ride a 
skateboard on the interstate, it is 
often inadvisable to mix particularly 
fast models with very slow ones. 
The odds of mid-air conflicts are 
much greater than with similar-
performing models. Sure, it can be 
done with proper coordination. But 
it's not cool to launch your fast, 
pointy jet while a park-flyer is flitting 

about. 

I've been to many flying sites 
where a certain area is designated 
for hovering models such as 
helicopters, multi-rotors, and prop-
hanging airplanes. Another area is 
reserved for more traditional 
models to fly in a racetrack pattern. 
I've also been to RC events where 

The Basics of RC Flying Etiquette  By Terry Dunn  

Reprinted with permission from TESTED.COM Click link for original article. 

https://www.tested.com/tech/685890-basics-rc-flying-etiquette/


certain types of models are allowed 
to fly in specific time slots to help 
avoid potential conflicts. I'm not 
suggesting that such extremes are 
always necessary. But the 
fundamental issue is something to 
keep in mind on your average 

Saturday morning flying trip. 

Lines of Communication 

When you're flying, your attention 
should be on your model. So, it's 
tough to have good situational 
awareness of the world outside the 
sphere of your little model. The 
best solution is to have a spotter by 
your side to act as your eyes and 
ears in the big picture. But having a 
spotter isn't always possible. That's 
why it is important to broadcast 
your intentions to other pilots. They 
need to know things like whether 
the runway is blocked or you're 

having an in-flight emergency. 

RC pilots have limited situational 
awareness. Speak up and let other 
flyers know what's going on. 

I've seen slightly varied customs at 
different flying locations, but it is 
generally accepted that you 
announce to other pilots (in a loud, 

clear voice) when you are: 

     Obscuring the runway with 
your model or yourself - "On the 

runway" 

     Off the runway - "Runway 

clear" 

     About to take off/hand-launch/

land - "Taking off left to right" 

     Making a low pass over the 

runway - "Low pass right to left" 

     Having an in-flight emergency - 

"Dead stick!" 

It's nice to get acknowledgement of 
your announcements from other 
pilots. A simple "OK" will suffice. If 
you're not flying and have an 
opportunity to reply with more 
detail, that can be even better. For 
instance, if someone yells "Dead 
stick!" (meaning that their engine 
quit), you can give them a quick 
rundown to help them land safely. 
"The traffic has cleared and the 
runway is yours." In general, voice 
call-outs should be used to provide 
everyone with a more detailed 

situational awareness. 

Watch Where You Point That 

Thing 

Propellers are dangerous. We tend 
to focus our attention on avoiding 
them only when we are close to a 
running model. Sure, that's a good 
idea. But props can also be 
dangerous to those outside the 
immediate area. They have been 
known to shed blades or come 
completely off of the airplane. The 
best way to prevent injury to 
innocent bystanders in such a 
situation is to ensure that your 
model is forward of and pointing 
away from other people before 
starting your motor or engine on 
the ground. Likewise, you shouldn't 
linger in those danger zones when 

others are starting up. 

Model aircraft props are dangerous 
and sometimes fail. Make sure to 
orient your model to minimize the risk 
to bystanders. 

Consider the potential prop failure 
scenarios and where the parts 
might fly. Detached blades will 
travel radially. Whole props will fly 
forward. Both are dangerous. Many 
clubs have designated start-up 
areas. Use them if they exist. 
Otherwise, make sure that you are 

running your motor in a safe 
location. Also inspect your props 
regularly and replace them at the 

first sign of any damage. 

You Break It, You Bought It 

The pit area at a flying field can be 
packed with lots of expensive toys. 
So be careful where you step! If 
you (or your child, dog, etc.) 
inadvertently cause damage to 
someone else's airplane, be ready 
to pay for it. Of course a lot of 
models are custom-built and 
assessing repair costs is difficult. 
It's better to just be extra careful 

and avoid the whole situation. 

    Transmitting a video signal on a 
frequency already in use could 
cause a goggle-wearing pilot to 
lose their video feed and possibly 

crash. 

Prior to the advent of 2.4GHz radio 
systems, it was possible to 
accidentally "shoot down" 
someone else's model by turning 
on a radio tuned to their frequency. 
That was another instance where 
you were expected to get out your 
checkbook and make things right. 
Now, it's possible to commit a 
similar faux pas with FPV systems. 
Transmitting a video signal on a 
frequency already in use could 
cause a goggle-wearing pilot to 
lose their video feed and possibly 
crash. Mind the FPV management 
rules at your site to avoid that kind 

of uncomfortable situation. 

Modelers will sometimes ask a 
more-experienced pilot to fly a new 
airplane for them. In doing so, they 
also release that pilot from any 
responsibility for a crash. Whatever 
happens, happens. Unless you're 
very close friends, asking to fly 
someone else's model is a little like 
asking to borrow their toothbrush. 
You can expect a strange look in 

reply. 

Tread Lightly 

Okay, I'll admit it. Litter is not really 
a book in the RC bible. It's more of 
a personal pet peeve of mine. Even 
so, I see it happen often enough at 

RC Flying Etiquette... 



flying sites that I think it's worth 
mentioning here. Most people I fly 
with are conscientious enough to 
pick up their usual trash: snack 
wrappers, drink bottles, etc. Yet 
some of those same people will 
passively toss other bits of RC 
detritus on the ground: used zip-
ties, Velcro backing, product 
packaging, etc. It's all garbage and 

should be disposed of accordingly. 

One of the biggest sources of 
unusual garbage at the flying field 
is crashed airplanes. Some 
crashes are bad enough that the 
whole airplane belongs in a trash 
bag. It's okay…it happens to 
everyone. You're probably not in 
the best mental state after a 
horrible crash, but it's still important 
to make sure that you gather up all 
of the pieces. You should pay 
special attention to recovering 
batteries so that they do not pose a 

fire or contamination risk. 

Crash Crew 

Crashes happen to everyone. Lend a 
hand in picking up the pieces. 

Speaking of crashed airplanes, it's 
good form to help someone 
retrieve what's left of their broken 
airplane from the crash site. 
Sometimes the debris field is 
spread out. Having all hands on 
deck can really speed things along. 
You'll have to assess the pilot's 
attitude before deciding if it's too 
early for jokes at their expense. 
The time for good-natured ribbing 
will come sooner for some than 

others. 

Location, Location, Location 

One of the perennial challenges 

facing the model aviation 
community is finding and 
maintaining adequate flying sites. 
Traditional RC airplanes are 
hampered by the large area 
needed to fly them and their often-
noisy engines. Multi-rotors and 
electric-powered park-flyer models 
are quiet and can be flown in 
relatively small places. This opens 
up a lot of potential flying sites 
such as parks, athletic fields, and 
schoolyards. Unfortunately, use of 
such locations is sometimes 
forbidden by local laws. It's a good 
idea to check with authorities 
before flying at a public area. 
Otherwise, you might end up 

getting a citation. 

Flying directly over people is a no-no. 
Most flying sites have designated no-
fly zones for that reason. 

The biggest hurdle when flying at 
public parks is making sure that 
you are not a nuisance or danger 
to anyone else there. You need to 
have an open area to yourself that 
will not require you to overfly (or 
get anywhere near) non-flying 
people. The general public has no 
idea that the prop(s) on a RC 
model can cut to the bone…or 
worse. They see them as toys and 
generally do not appreciate their 
dangers. So it's your job to make 
sure you give everyone else a wide 

berth. 

You may also find an enticing 
privately-owned field that would 
make a perfect flying spot. Maybe 
it's a neighborhood churchyard or 
that pasture just down the road. 
Whatever the case, ask permission 
before you fly there. The hobby 
already has an image problem with 
the general public. Blatant 

trespassing certainly doesn't help. 

Always fly at an appropriate location 
where you won't annoy or endanger 
anyone else. 

It's helpful to make it a win-win 
proposition when you ask a 
landowner for flying privileges. 
Make sure they know that you'll be 
respectful of any equipment, crops, 
or livestock in the area, pick up 
litter, and leave the place looking 
better than you found it. With any 
luck, you'll get the nod. Just be 
aware that such deals can get 
tricky to manage if other field-
oriented hobbyists (golfers, kite 
flyers, dog walkers, etc.) see you 
using a private field and assume it 

is open to them also. 

Wrap Up 

There you have it: my 10 
fundamental points of RC flying 
etiquette. I don't claim this list to be 
all-inclusive. Norms in your 
particular area may be a little 
different. Whatever, the case, the 
big takeaway here is that most 
potential conflicts with other 
modelers of the general public can 
be avoided with just a little 
foresight, a humble demeanor, and 
good communication. So go out 
and have fun while being a good 

steward of the RC hobby.  

RC Flying Etiquette... 



by Bruce Tharpe 

The grumbling can be heard nearly every day at every 
airfield across the nation. Get two or more 
traditional, life-long modelers together and the 
conversation inevitably turns to complaining about 
how the hobby has changed. "ARFs have taken over" 
and "nobody builds anymore" are common 
observations about what's "wrong with the hobby." 

What is it, exactly, that is so upsetting to these 
modelers? Is it the airplanes? No. Most of these 
builders will grudgingly admit that today's acronym 
planes (ARF, RTF, BNF, PNP) are smartly engineered, 
built well, and fly great. Many of these life-long 
modelers have a foamy or two in their own fleet 
because, well, they are so darn convenient – and fun! 
Is it the people that fly ARFs? It shouldn't be. Newer 
modelers are drawn to the hobby because they want 

to fly, not because they want to glue sticks together. 
They go to a hobby shop and all they see are ready-to
-fly planes. The option of building a plane isn't even 
discussed. So we're not talking about a character 
flaw, it's just how the hobby is presented these days. 

What truly bothers the life-long modeler is they 
know, from experience, that another level of personal 
achievement is available to those who construct their 
own flying machine. They know that modelers who 
are able to build have thousands of airplane kits and 
designs at their fingertips to choose from. And they 
know that seeing your own creation lift off for the 
first time brings a level of satisfaction far above what 
you would get from any ARF. In a nutshell, they are 
sad to see the trend of model building becoming a 
lost art, and feel it's a shame that so many non-
builders are missing out on this enjoyable aspect of 
the hobby. 

About six years ago, Gregg Marshall of the Portland 
Sky Knights was contemplating the situation and 
decided to do something about it, at least within his 
own club. His goals were to spark interest in 
traditional model building and perhaps spur traffic at 

Rise of the WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 
The Story Behind the New Building Event Sweeping Through the Northwest 

Ben Musolf built this perky little parasol-winged Small 
Wonder for the Rogue Eagles WBC.  He started with a 
short kit from The Balsa Workbench.  The Small Wonder 
was kitted in the 1970s by Michigan Hobby Hangar. 

Note from Ye Olde Editor:  This is an article I wrote a couple of 

years ago for Model Aviation.  The editor of that magazine 

showed some interest at first, but  it was never published.  I 

hate to see the effort go to waste, so it seemed appropriate to 

share the article here.  Keep in mind that it was written for a 

national audience, not specifically for our club members. 

Author after his maiden flight at the Rogue Eagles 
Maiden Flight Day in 2018.  This plane is a 1/4-scale Pou 
du Ceil, better known as the Flying Flea, and was built 
from Randy Wrisley plans published in RC Modeler.  The 
controls are a rudder and a pivoting front wing. 



local hobby shops. His idea was to issue a group 
challenge with broad guidelines to entice as many 
builders as possible. Boiled down, the club members 
were given all winter to build any plane they like, to 
be test flown on a designated day in the spring. Let's 
break this down and give each part of the challenge a 
closer look. 

Winter - Portland doesn't have the harshest winters in 
the nation, but it's definitely cool and wet enough to 
keep you indoors most days. Except for year-round 
sunny climes like Arizona or Florida, winter is 
considered building season among traditional 
modelers. So the name Winter Build Challenge (WBC) 
came naturally and is a simple summation of the 
event from beginning to end. Truth be told, most 
clubs open their WBC to entries starting in the fall, 
giving builders six to eight months to complete their 
project. There is no cutoff day for entry – we've seen 
guys enter with less than a week to go (permitted, but 
not recommended!). 

Build What You Want - It may seem like a simple idea, 
but allowing builders to choose any model they wish 
is a pretty big deal. There have been numerous club-
oriented build challenges over the years, but they 
often restrict the airplane choice to a single design or 
kit. In the WBC, chances are you will pick something 

that is particularly interesting and meaningful to you, 
so you are more likely to maintain interest through 
the end. Some guys go nostalgic by picking projects 
from their early days in RC. Some guys use the 
challenge as inspiration to build that model they have 

always dreamed of or finish a model they started long 
ago. Others simply build something from their "stash" 
or a freebie kit from a flying buddy. Variety is the 
spice of the WBC life. 

The Facebook Connection - Gregg designed the WBC 
to be a social event. To enter, builders must submit a 
photo to the club's facebook page showing their 
project at its starting point, be it a partially built plane, 
kit box, set of plans, or a sketch on a napkin. For those 

From left to right: Cameron Diaz, Jody Diaz and Gregg 
Marshall at the Portland Sky Knights WBC. Jody just 
completed his maiden flight of a Sig Wonder converted 
to electric. This was Jody's second 2018 WBC project. 
The WBC originated at the Portland Sky Knights by 
Gregg Marshall over six years ago, and has evolved into 
a grassroots movement. Who will join us next?!! 

Doug McKee of the Rogue Eagles says his wife bought 
him this Midwest Stearman kit 25 years ago.  He has 
worked on it over the years here and there, but the 
Winter Build Challenge was the perfect motivation to 
finish it up.  Not sure if this photo was taken before or 
after the maiden flight.  Doesn’t matter - he had a smile 
all day and the biplane flew magnificently. 

Most of the maiden flights are totally uneventful and the 
relieved pilots head home with their freshly-flown model 
fully intact.  But there is intrigue in every flight because 
outside forces like wind gusts and pilot's nerves can 
have a major effect on the outcome.  This Four-Star 120 
flight didn’t go exactly as planned.  Royce Tivel photo. 

WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 



who "don't do facebook" (or computers, or even 
cameras), there's always somebody on the tech side 
willing to help. Builders are encouraged to share info 
and photos as they progress. The projects, even if 
unfinished, are natural candidates for show-and-tell 
sessions at club meetings. Just seeing a model under 
construction could be the nudge that a non-builder 
needs to realize they could do it too. 

Maiden Flight Day - The final unique piece of the 
WBC concept is the gathering of planes and pilots in 
one place, on a single day, to test fly all of the 
models. Clubs typically make a party out of it because 
it's a spectacle not only for the entrants but for other 
club members as well. We all know that maiden 
flights of any model, especially hand-built models, 
can be both nerve-wracking and exhilarating to 
witness. Imagine seeing 16 maiden flights, or 20, or 
more! Remember, the whole club has been reading 
and hearing about these WBC projects for months, 
and everybody wants to see them fly! Turnouts have 
been terrific for these maiden flight days, particularly 
when mixed with a planned lunch or potluck. 

One thing you will NOT see at any maiden flight day is 
judging of any sort. The WBC is not a contest. The 
planes are not pitted against each other for 
appearance or flying quality. The builder's skill 
doesn't factor into the WBC experience at all. So 
what's the payoff? Well, each builder winds up with a 
brand new airplane for starters. Organizers typically 
award each builder with a small plaque or token, and 
arrange some raffle prizes to be given after the 
maiden flights. But perhaps the biggest takeaways 
from the WBC are the less tangible items like the joy 
of sharing ideas and building techniques with your 
friends, the satisfaction of learning new skills, and the 
feeling of pride (and relief!) when your flying 
machine, crafted by your own hands, performs a 
successful maiden flight in front of a cheering crowd. 

In much of the Pacific Northwest at least, the 
grumblers need something new to complain about. 
The Portland Sky Knights, where it all started, just 
wrapped up their fifth year, and participation 
continues to be good. Sharon and Jody Diaz picked up 
on the idea and brought the event to their club in 
Shelton, WA three years ago. Sharon has been 
instrumental in publicizing the WBC on the internet, 
spreading the word to nearby clubs, and garnering 
support from the hobby industry. The WBC concept 
has now spread to numerous clubs in Oregon and 
Washington, and appears to be gaining momentum. 
Gregg and Sharon would love to see it continue to 
spread nationally, and maybe internationally. There 
does seem to be a resurgence in model building, and 
the WBC is a perfect way to keep that trend rolling. 
Try it at your club! 

One of the great joys of the WBC is when modelers are 
inspired to build their first model.  Tom Juul of the 

Portland Sky Knights took the plunge with this Sig 1/5-
scale Cub.  Before the maiden flight, which was 

beautiful, Tom said he was “super nervous; super 
excited.”  Photo by Jerred Marshall. 

WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 



It’s All About the Toolbox 
by Jack Shaffer 

I'll get to that toolbox thing in a bit.  First, it's tough to 
beat a picture like this.  The days are much longer, the 
sun has taken the chill off the morning air, beautiful 
blue skies and the tip of Mount McLoughlin is poking 
above the mountain range.   

Always enjoy taking random photos of pilots out to get 
their planes in that clear blue sky. 

I think you all can join in this segment.  It's called, "The 
Battle of the Toolbox".  No way will I put a name as to 
who owns which box.  Tool box No.1 has a super selection 
of tools.  No rhyme or reason as to how they are thrown 
into the container.  Speaking of the container, it's the 
only good thing this tool collection has going for it.  
Seems to me this metal box would better serve as a 
transporter for the owner's radio.  The second toolbox 
is on what I would call the cheap side.  Really, a 
Tupperware box?  From what I could tell, it was very 
short on tools.  The owner of this box sure must think 
he has fast planes.  Check out that speed digital 
tachometer.  All the money must have gone for the 
tach. 

Well, I will apologize to the 
owners of the toolboxes, 
but I had to call them the 

way I saw them.  I will let you readers pick out the best 
toolbox.  Good luck with that. 

 

 

continues…... 



Every time I come to the field, I learn something new.  
Most of it comes from Rick and Martin.  Today, it was 
all about shocks on a Cub.  Anytime you find these two 
together, it's going to be fun.  From what I observed, 
they were installing rubber bands to act as shocks.  I 
don't think you will find rubber bands on a real Cub, but 
Rick and Martin assured me that this would work just 
fine for this Cub.  I got a close up of this installation.  
Look at the mitts on this guy,  Gee Rick, they are just 
tiny rubber bands.  All kidding aside, these two will give 
you a hand with airplanes and hardware and are a 
wealth of aviation history. 

My highlight of the day was the purring of the engine of 
the Cub and a thumbs up from Rick.  This beauty was 
ready to taxi out and go find that awesome blue sky.  
For me it was just another great day at the field.  Life 
is good. 

It’s All About the Toolbox 

Jack Shaffer 

We can all still socialize.  Join us in the Rogue Eagles RC Club Facebook Group! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/rogueeaglesrcclub/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/rogueeaglesrcclub/


 

Following the guidelines for the coronavirus, Carole, 
Lizzy and I have been staying at home and catching up 
on overdue projects.  I found a story that I started 
some months ago for the club newsletter.  I'm catching 
up on reading some past Model Aviation Magazines.  
Hope you don't have any objections to my doing a story 
inspired by an October 2019 article about heat-shrink 
covering techniques and some of my own adventures at 
covering an airplane.  This was another well written 
article.  I have read many articles on this subject, 
picked up loads of tips and used many. 

What really got my attention from this story was the 
airplane the author used to show his techniques.  I 
quote from the author, Larry Kruse, regarding what he 
had to say about Bruce and the BTE Venture 60.  "The 
airplane I used for illustrative purposes in this article is 
Bruce Tharpe's wonderful design, Venture 60.  Although 
the photos that accompany the text of this article are 
of the Venture 60 as it was being constructed, the 
techniques described are generic enough to be used in 
the construction and covering of nearly any kit or 
scratch-built aircraft." 

With that being said I pulled up a couple of photos of me 
in action covering a wing of my 2018 WBC airplane.  
Notice I was using some tips from an earlier MonoKote 
101 article.  The article said to use a sock on the iron.  
No problem, I used one of my Oregon Duck socks.  A 
couple club members jumped all over that and sent me 

straight to Al's Hobby Shop to buy a proper sock. 

So many materials are available to cover our airplanes, 
MonoKote, Ultra Coat, epoxy, tissue, the list goes on.  If 
you go to the Venture 60 photo gallery, I'm sure you will 
find many types of 
covering to set off 
these beautiful 
airplanes.  What's 
amazing is these 
planes were built and 
covered from every 
corner of the globe, 
Saudi Arabia, Canada, the Netherlands and yes, even 
Jack in Oregon.  Go Ducks!  My favorite photos from the 

Thoughts on Covering by Jack Shaffer 

http://www.btemodels.com/v60gallery/index.html


46 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

gallery are Bruce of Oregon (not to be confused with our 
editor Bruce) and his dad holding his Venture 60. 

I will brag a bit 
about myself.  
My Hog Bipe 
came out spiffy 
and it's my best 
job yet. 

Thoughts on Covering 

Jack Shaffer 

Ye Olde Editor’s Two Cents Worth:  People often ask me to 
share my covering insights, perhaps because they think I have a 
knack for covering with plastic film.  My #1 tip is pretty boring.  
It’s all about surface prep - the finish starts long before you 
plug in your iron.  The covering won’t hide any building flaws or 
a rough surface.  Sand carefully with 150-grit, then again with 
320-grit.  Blow off the structure with compressed air, then wipe 
with a tack rag immediately before applying film.  Covering is 
one of those skills you get better at each time you do it.  Want 
more?  Here’s a link to the August 2014 newsletter, and my 
article “Basic Plastic Film Covering Tools”. 

FOR SALE - NOW $750 

PBN (Search and Rescue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Less motors, ESCs and batteries. Has E-90/120 retracts on 

wing floats and all servos installed.  Price reduced! 

Contact  Don Harris  541-661-7032 

eviation “Alice” 

http://www.planner4u.com/
https://5c4022ac-fc3d-4464-9dc7-8c4a8de5e27b.filesusr.com/ugd/e94725_bc57cba645584e489e48ab86663716ac.pdf
mailto:seafly3@me.com


ROGUE EAGLES WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 
Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Joe Geiger Venture 60 BTE Kit Already making considerable progress.  Shouldn’t take all Winter. 
Joe Geiger Powerhouse Champion Kit Famous old-timer design by Sal Taibi, 84” wingspan.  Distinctive half-circle fin. 
Phil Beahne Reaction BTE Plans Reduced-size version of the BTE Reaction 54 jet.  Will use glow engine in the nose. 
Doug McKee Smoothie Balsa USA Kit Doug is converting this classic design to electric.  Also qualifies as vintage RC. 
Jack Shaffer Eagle 2 Goldberg Kit Classic trainer.  Jack wants to make this WBC a “gathering of Carl Goldberg planes”. 
Scott Hudson Bristol Boxkite Short Kit 150% enlargement of Pat Tritle design.  Two wings, 2 stabs, 3 rudders, 1 canard... 
Joseph Jones Piper L-4 Goldberg J-3 Kit Using Cub kit to build the L-4 flown by Lt. Col. Charles “Bazooka Charlie” Carpenter.  
Dennis Young Lazy Bee LDS Short Kit Popular Andy Clancy design.  Will use OS .20 4C.  Dennis is from Portland area. 
Bruce Tharpe Pusher 2020 Own Design Enlarged version of .09-powered prototype from twenty years ago.  Electric power. 
Joe Porhammer Fairchild 22 C7B Flyline Kit Vintage kit from 1985.  For .09 - .15.  Full-scale has parasol wing, inline engine. 
Babe Caltabiano Kougar Sig Kit Famous low-wing sport model with foam-core wing, jet styling, trike landing gear. 
Paul Starks 1-4 Scale J-3 Cub Sig Kit Paul is also building Sig 46” floats for his Cub. Willuse DLE 30cc gas for power. 
Larry Miller Krafty 60 Bridi Kit High-wing, .60-size trainer with tri-gear.  Recent posts show it ready for covering. 
Alan Littlewood CAP 232 Midwest Kit Alan says up front with the mods he’s planning, it may not be ready in April. 
Geoff Randolf Venture 60 BTE Kit Geoff got the kit from Jay Strickland, who had it for years. 
Ed Holder Miss America No Info Beautiful old timer, classic stick construction.  Should be a floater. 
John Gaines Macci 202 Short Kit Full-scale was an Italian WWII fighter.   Model is a 40-size racer.  Special thin wing. 
Dale McCuistion Spirit of St. Louis Royal Kit Started late for last year’s WBC.  Still has plenty of building to do. 
Steve Schooler Tipsy Nipster Balsa USA Kit Was built for last year’s WBC. but scheduling conflict prevented test flight. 
Ben Musolf Canard Own Design Ben is starting with a proven design, converting from low-wing to shoulder-wing. 
Phil Baehne Nomad Own Design Phil’s second WBC entry this year.  Shoulder-wing stunt model. 
Martin Waide Slow Poke Great Planes Kit Martin says he is building this one extra light.  Will use diesel engine for power. 
Richard Pekarek Kestrel Kit West German sailplane kit, 112” span.  Glass fuselage, wood wing, electric power. 

~ List of Declared Projects ~ 

For More Info, Contact Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

Status of Upcoming Events 

All Meetings . . .  CANCELLED until further notice 

WBC Maiden Flight Day. . . POSTPONED - No date set (Keep Building!) 

Fun Fly/Potluck . . . POSTPONED - No date set 

Agate Lake Float Fly . . . Undecided yet whether to cancel or postpone 

All-Scale Contest . . . CANCELLED 

Big Bird Fly-In . . . CANCELLED 

District 11 NW Jamboree . . . CANCELLED 

Big Bob Memorial IMAC Contest . . . CANCELLED 

NOTICE:  The situation 
continues to evolve and 
further changes may be 
necessary.  Members will 
be kept up-to-date with 
REACT email notifications.  
You can also watch the 
website for updates. 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
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Board Members at Large  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  
Jerry Stinson  541-778-7113 
John Buford  541-879-0436 
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Jay Strickland  541-830-7976  

 

Event Coordinator  
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Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to 

join, past newsletters, photos, and 
much more, please visit the Rogue 

Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
All general meetings are cancelled until 

further notice 

 

Seen at Past General Meetings 

Seen Out and About 
you know, before the field was closed 

Steve SchoolerSteve Schooler  

Photo by Raoul SalemPhoto by Raoul Salem  

Photo by Raoul SalemPhoto by Raoul Salem  

Photo by Raoul SalemPhoto by Raoul Salem  

Babe CaltabianoBabe Caltabiano  

Phil BaehnePhil Baehne  

Larry MillerLarry Miller   
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